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a In your letter of July 20 you asked whether the new | 
i" gert&fied mail service can be substituted for registered mail in. 
~ . gpawing notice of a hearing under Revised Laws, chapter 216, sede... 


ne a ee | Revised Laws, chapter 7, section 35a, as inserted . 
; | by chapter 242, Laws of 1955, provides as follows: rier gee 


Seay, 7 "32-a. Registered Mail. The words ‘registered 2 
San er ae mail’ whem used in connection with the require= 
Bee ae, ment of notice by mail shall mean either ae 
ee | registered mail or certified mail,.* ie 
SE ea: You also asked whether hearings on the question of 
cocs- ..  ° ump sum settlements under section 31 should be handled in the 

mee same way a8 hearings under section 35 as far as notice is concerned. 
4 ‘Ag you know, section 31 contains no express provision for a hearinge 
fg Bho The requirement of hearing arose by judicial interpretation in 
7 os ne King v. Kniznick, 98 NH. 247. In the opinion of the Court delive -. 
ae R) ered by Judge Kenriison, the following appears on page 2508 opr 


"As bearing on the future administration of the 
Worknen's Compensation Law it may be noted that . 
the discretion given the Commissioner of Labor | . 
4nvolves more than paper approval. Since lump me, Oh 
sum settlements may be the exception rather than --. 
the rule (Bolduc v. Company, supra, 239) the 
Commissioner'd discretion would ordinarily be . 

. exeroized at a conferonce or hearing at whioh 

_ time the parties would be able to state the ig 
reasons for and against making a lump sum oe 

settlement. This would appear to be the most = = 
practical way to comply with the ststuto which 

\ | requires that the settlement be'in the best — oo 
\ / ° Snterests of all concerned’ as provided in se0-- 

a tion 31 of the Worknen's Compensation Law,* a 






























. The Smportant thing 4s. "that the 
opportunity "to state their views with respect to the desirability 
ef your approving a lump sum settlement. There is mm “requirement — 
that the notice be in any particular’ form. | 
would be advisable you may, of COUrSO, give | 
~ Feqaired under section 35-- 2 oe 
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